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Welcome to the first edition of the new–look Club magazine 

  

 

 

 

 

Regular features: 
 

Message from the 

Chairman 

Getting to know you 

From the archive: 

1930s 

Dates for your diary  

You may have 

missed….. 

 

Special features: 

Recruitment drive 

Obituary 

Final word 

 
 
 

 

Many of you will recall 
the heyday of our 
regular and popular 
magazine of Club 
news, and will, I hope, 
be glad to see its 
return. We aim to 
make its content both 
informative and 
interesting, with a 
number of regular 
features, and a 
number of one-off 
pieces. Our Club is 

very much the sum of 
its parts, so if any of 
you would like to 
propose (or even 
write) a feature, do 
please get in touch. A 
regular piece will be, 
as here, the 
Chairman's letter, 
maintaining a line of 
communication with 
you all. Ann has kept 
everyone up to date 
with emailed bulletins 

since she  took up the 
Chairman's role in 
February, and there 
will still be times 
between magazines 
when a bulletin to the 
membership will be 
needed, but a 
magazine column will 
be on her to-do list at 
regular intervals! 
 
The editors 
mag.uwc@gmail.com 
 

 

Message from the Chairman 
  No-one will ever say this year has been easy, especially in terms of our 
finances. In many ways we have experienced a perfect storm of 
unexpected and unavoidable bills: a huge hike in business rates, the 
effect of the major redevelopment on our doorstep and fears over the 
impact of Brexit (whether unfounded or not, they are real).   Yet, the new 
GC has worked very hard to bring spending under control, and to build up 
our income stream.    
 
Despite the very tight budget, we are making efforts to lift the 
appearance of our surroundings. We had an excellent DIY weekend in 
August where GC members and others contributed the labour and 
materials necessary for small refurbishment and repair projects, 
concentrating on the Library and Dining Room. It was great fun and is 
something we shall be arranging on a more regular basis. Watch this 
space for announcements and do join in if you can. 
 
A renewed and varied programme of members’ events has been put 
together (see page 6). Getting together on these social occasions is a 
great way to meet old friends and make new ones. Do put these dates in 
your diary and spread the word. 
 
Ann Hallam  
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Getting to know you: Lisa Vu 

 

Lisa has worked for UWC for two years now, first as bookkeeper 

and more latterly as the management accountant. You may 

never have occasion to see Lisa at work, but her meticulous 

record-keeping and cash-flow monitoring is fundamental to the 

smooth operation of our business. The first part of Lisa’s life has 

both drama and trauma.  She was born in Hanoi as the Vietnam 

War was ending in victory for the communist regime of the 

North. Her family was among the 800,000 citizens in post-war 

Vietnam who decided they had to escape the violent 

Government purges by fleeing the country. 

Lisa was only eight years old when she, her parents and siblings secretly boarded a boat and set sail 

for Hong Kong, 500 miles away as the crow flies, but very much further across the South China Sea, 

with only a bus driver for navigator. Disaster was almost immediate. The boat ran aground on the 

coast of China during a violent storm that meant no-one from the shore was able to attempt a 

rescue, and Lisa and her family clung to the wreckage for hours, soaked and freezing, as the weather 

raged around them. Once the winds had died down, the local people came out to them and got 

them safely to the land. With no possessions or money, they stayed in a barn provided by the local 

people. 

The villagers knew they could not continue to look after so many people indefinitely and offered a 

solution: the gift of a fishing boat to carry them to Hong Kong.  The family set off again on the high 

seas in a craft not properly fit for purpose and without the skill to navigate to their destination.  

Inevitably, they soon ran out of food and water. Another miracle, in the shape of the British Navy, 

meant they were again rescued, made comfortable, and then taken in style to Hong Kong. 

From here the story is one of patiently waiting to be processed and resettled. The world in the 1970s 

was largely sympathetic to the plight of the Vietnamese ‘boat people’ and was ready to welcome 

them. Lisa’s family elected to come to the UK, and were eventually given permission to settle. On 

arrival at Heathrow they were sent temporarily to Newcastle and then to Cumbria where the ten-

year-old Thi Giáng Huong was baptised (something forbidden to Christians in Vietnam) as Lisa! 

There were other stops along the way. The Vu family moved to Birmingham, Wood Green and finally 

to Hackney where Lisa became a proper Londoner. She finished her education, started work as an 

office receptionist, showed promise in book-keeping and was encouraged to get formal 

qualifications in accountancy. The rest, one might say, is the unremarkable history of thousands of 

other Londoners who build a career, make a home and raise a family of their own. Behind all that, 

however, is a remarkable story with a harrowing beginning and middle, where resilience and a good 

measure of luck brought about a happy ending. 

Page two 
 



 

Support our UWC recruitment drive and save on 
your membership fees! 

 
We invite you to join in the GC’s campaign to significantly and 
permanently increase the UWC membership by contacting one club, 
association or network to invite them to join us, to use the Club’s 
premises, and/or to share information about the UWC to their 
membership.  
How will we support you to do this? 
We will: 

 Provide resources (draft introductory emails, magazine 
articles and information for websites) 

 Maintain a spreadsheet of contacts so that we don’t 
duplicate effort;   

 Hold a dedicated open evening for Networks and 
Associations in January. 

How can you benefit? For each member recruited between now and 
the 31st December 2017, the Club will offer a £50 discount or refund 
on your 2018 membership fee as soon as the member has paid their 
fees in full. 
Who do we want to reach out to? 
 

 Women’s networks and professional associations, 
particularly those based in London 

 Alumni Networks of the following Universities are currently 
being compiled: 

o Oxford and Cambridge 
o London Universities including City University 
o Russell Group 

 Local networks and community associations 

 Reciprocal clubs to encourage Overseas Membership and use 
of the Club, particularly during the summer months 

 
Not all of the networks and associations that we target need to be 
specifically for women. Getting the Club’s name and offering out to 
local associations and networks will also generate local contacts and 
membership opportunities. 
You may have other ideas. If so please share them with Glynis Rankin 
at UWCmembdevelopment@gmail.com Do contact her before you 
approach another organisation or network. 

 

 
The effectiveness of the campaign will depend on the number of members who are willing 
to make approaches to the target organisations. Your GC are already active on this 
campaign. Please do join us, save on your own membership fees, and support the future 
success of the Club. 
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From the Archives:  The mysterious Marjorie….  

 
A recently donated collection of letters to a Miss Marjorie Marti, mainly from 
the 1930s, called for some detective work. All the letters were addressed to 
Marjorie at the Club, except for the first, from 1927, when she was at the 
American Women’s Club, 46 Grosvenor Street, W1.  
 
They are mostly from Marjorie’s mother in Melksham, Wiltshire, and the 
content, style and handwriting suggested that they were not university 
educated women but working people, so I guessed that Marjorie was a 
living-in employee. In our archives references to staff tend to be sparse, 
however, usually confined to job title, e.g. porter, housekeeper. Happily, one 
volume detailing gratuities paid to them included some names, among them 
Marjorie Marti, listed from 1931 to 1938 as Head Waitress. Perhaps she had 
advanced her career by moving on from the American Women’s Club?  
 
From civil registration records I discovered that her widowed mother, Mrs 
Annie Maria Marti, died in March 1942, aged 80. Marjorie was born in 1894, 
so was in her thirties when she joined the staff. She was still at the Club 
when the letters peter out in 1941. The remainder of her life remains a 
mystery, but these letters shed scarce light on one of those whose part in 
our history is usually invisible. 
Ceridwen Lloyd-Morgan 
uwc_archivist@btinternet.com 
 

Obituary:  Dr Marialuisa Zaccheo Wahlberg 
 

 

 Dr Marialuisa Zaccheo Wahlberg  died on 4th October. Between 1990 and 
2007 she served twice as vice-Chairman and then as Chairman from 2007 to 
2009.  She had an amazing presence in the Club, and while Chairman was to 
be found there most days. Members knew her as someone with an open 
mind and a strong belief in fairness, coupled with a sense of humour, and 
caring heart. Her steadying and imaginative influence took us successfully 
through some difficult times .   
No task was too big for Marialuisa. With a remarkable knowledge of our 
Clubhouse, she headed up capital projects, sourcing the contractors and 
overseeing the work from start to finish. Her energy and enthusiasm were 
incredible.  
Born in Rome and educated both there and in Paris, Marialuisa developed a  
reputation as a fine architect  which  led to  projects in many countries . She 
was a keen draughtsman and water colourist, and during her travels 
compiled a portfolio of travel sketches that were exhibited in France, Italy 
and England.  
In 2009 she returned to live mainly in Rome and continued to work with 
various NGOS. In 2014 she published four books of her drawings.  
The Club has lost a 'Roman Treasure'. We feel fortunate to have known such 
a formidable woman. Sara McCue. Gill Samuels. 
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 You may have missed….. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Care to suggest an 
event that will 
delight, inform or 
entertain your 
fellow members?  
 
Please contact 
events@uwc-
london.com 
 
All suggestions 
welcome. 
 
------------------------- 
Stop press:  
Calling all Town 
Members!! 
We need volunteers 
with time to spare 
during the day to 
help out with the 
Library.   It is the 
jewel in the crown, 
but it doesn't look 
after itself.   If you 
can help, please 
contact Di Spero, the 
Hon Librarian, via 
the Club 

  

Rebecca Stephens – the first British 

woman to climb Everest – gave an 

inspiring talk at the Club on 13 

September.   Her dedication, 

courage and endurance – not to say 

amazing stamina – shone through a 

talk accompanied with wonderful 

photographs.   Rebecca has climbed 

the highest peaks on all five 

continents, trekked across 

Antarctica and regularly still leads 

treks in Nepal.    A great example to 

all women. 

 

____________________________ 

Salon 1886 

27 October saw the first event in the 

revived Salon 1886 programme – a 

lead up to International Women’s 

Day 2018 – with a lively evening 

discussing how women’s career 

patterns have changed and evolved, 

and how they will continue to do so.  

A wide range of age groups took 

part, and we all look forward to the 

next instalment. 

Next Salon 1886 is on 30
th

 

November 

 

Modern Art – love it or loathe it?   

Professor Andrew Stahl of the 

Slade School of Fine Art, gave a 

fascinating and thought provoking 

talk on his art and installation 

sculptures on 5
 
October.   The 

discussions continued over supper 

in the dining room with a lively 

exchange of views. 

____________________________ 

Jo Good of BBC Radio London 

visited the Club on the 23
rd

 

October. Her report was broadcast 

on the 30
th

. Listen again here from 

1hr 06 minutes in: 

https://tinyurl.com/ya76wfyw 

   

Oh my aching feet!   On 11
th

  October, 

Ina Farrelly, podiatrist, pulled no 

punches and made us all wince as she 

showed by graphic images what 

happens when women force their poor 

feet into narrow shoes with impossibly 

high heels, to fit with the dictates of 

fashion. 

Ina’s talk explored the somewhat odd 

relationship we have with our feet, and 

ended with a sobering review of foot 

binding in China; little girls 

deliberately maimed in order to be 

fashionable and marriageable.. 

____________________________ 

 

Under- 35s Interclub event  

This year, we decided to embark on a 

journey of discovery through the 

gastronomic and folkloristic worlds of 

Iberia! Our members and guests 

enjoyed an evening of wine tasting 

and traditional Iberian entertainment. 

There were 6 great wines to taste 

(including sherry, red wine, port and 

madeira), and we learnt how the 

terroir and climates produce 

fascinating nuances of flavour from 

classic grape varieties. We were 

treated to an impassioned professional 

performance of flamenco dancing, and 

enjoyed delicious  warm and cold 

tapas. The evening was fun and 

informative, and our U35s must surely 

become connoisseurs of the Iberian 

Peninsula! 

A bottle of champagne was awarded 

to our member Penelope Jenkins for 

her spectacular Iberian-themed outfit!  
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 Dates for your diary. 
 
(more to follow…) 

 18th Jan ( tbc) The Hampstead Murders 
A talk by author Guy Fraser-Sampson 
 

30th Jan  
 

Iris Murdoch: Philosopher, Novelist, Film Star 
A talk by Hannah Altorf 
 

7th Feb Chocolate Tasting  
A workshop led by Tracy Chapman 
(limited to 15)  

27thFeb   
 

Modern Slavery; hiding in plain sight 
A talk by Carole Murphy 
 

6th March   
 

House of Colour Stylist 
A talk and demonstration led by Camilla Simson 
 

14th March  
 

Harpsichord concert 
A programme of live harpsichord music, specially selected for the Club 
 

Events generally start at 6.30 pm, with buffet supper available afterwards. Do check the 
additional publicity when it is published next month in case a start time is later. 

 The last word! 

 
 

Join Team Mayfair and St. James for this charity event. It will be cold, it will be damp, you 

will have to go to work the next day , but there will be fun and entertainment and some 
celebrity ambassadors dropping by as you raise money to provide young homeless people 
with a warm safe place to stay. 
 
Jer O’Mahony, Council Member of the Mayfair & St James’s Association, will be leading the 
M&STJA Team for 2017 
For full details contact:  jer.o’mahony@killik.com 
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